
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

October 5, 2016 

 

National Freedom of Information Officer 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW (2822T) 

Washington, DC 20460 

Sent Via FOIAOnline  

 

Dear FOIA Officer: 

 

This is a request for documents
1
 under the Federal Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 

U.S.C. §552. The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) is requesting the 

following records from January 1, 2007 to September 30, 2016: 

 

1. Records of all human-related incidents involving sodium cyanide M-44s and 

Compound 1080 (sodium monoflouroacetate). 

2. Records of all domestic pet-related incidents involving sodium cyanide M-

44s and Compound 1080 (sodium monoflouroacetate). 

3. Records of all wildlife-related incidents involving sodium cyanide M-44s and 

Compound 1080 (sodium monoflouroacetate). 

4. In your response, please include all records between the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) other governmental entities, including states and 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture-Animal and Plant Health Inspection 

Service-Wildlife Services.  

5. Please include all reports, records, including databases entries 

manufactured by the EPA itself.  

 

The FOIA provides that if portions of a document are exempt from release, the remainder 

must nevertheless be segregated and disclosed.  Please provide us with all non-exempt 

portions of any otherwise exempt records. 5 U.S.C. § 552(b). Please explain any 

redactions by reference to specific FOIA exemptions. 

 

                                                      
1
 As used herein, this request adopts the definition of “documents” from the Federal 

Records Act (44 U.S.C. § 3101 et seq.), which includes “all … papers, maps, 

photographs, machine readable materials or other documentary materials, regardless of 

physical form or characteristics, made or received by an agency of the United States 

Government under Federal law or in connection with the transaction of public 

business….”  Id. at § 3301. This definition includes paper documents, electronic mail (e-

mail), memoranda, notes, guidelines, data bases, and internal policy documents, without 

exception.  All of the above information should be easily available and a matter of public 

record. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
This request is a matter of great concern to The HSUS, and thus your prompt and 

complete report is appreciated.  As required by 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(1), an agency  

 

response is expected within twenty days of the date of receipt.  If it is not possible to promptly comply 

with all portions or aspects of this report, please provide a partial response with materials readily 

available.  Do not hesitate to call me should you have any questions concerning this request. 

  

 

 

Fee Waiver Justification 

 

FOIA provides for a fee waiver when disclosure of the documents is in the public’s interest.  Specifically, 

FOIA states that: 

 

Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the fees established under 

clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute 

significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily 

in the commercial interest of the requester. 

 

5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii).  The HSUS believes that this request satisfies the criterion for a fee waiver or 

reduction. The HSUS is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated for over five decades to the 

protection of animals. This is a matter of legitimate public interest and concern. The disclosure of the 

requested records will primarily benefit the general public by helping the public better understand the 

operations and activities of the government.     

 

The information obtained will be disseminated to the general public.  The HSUS has devoted substantial 

time and resources to monitoring activities of the federal government and keeping the public informed of 

these activities, as well as educating the public about these standards.  The HSUS disseminates 

information to the general public through various sources including its websites, media outlets, litigation, 

legislation and public education.  

 

The use of this information will help The HSUS further its function as a disseminator of information on 

recent issues involving animal welfare.  Finally, in no way will this information be used in any 

commercial practices.  The request for this information does not relate to use for business, trade, or profit. 

 

In the course of carrying out its educational and other charitable public interest activities, The HSUS 

requests that charges for searching and duplicating be waived.   

 

Should there be any difficulty with the fee waiver, please contact the HSUS by phone at 202-955-3666 or 

email at jlonergan@humanesociety.org so that The HSUS may decide whether to pay the fees or to 

appeal the denial of the request for waiver or reduction. 

 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.  We look forward to receiving your reply within 

twenty business days as required by law. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jennifer Lonergan 

Regulatory Specialist, The Humane Society of the United States 

jlonergan@humanesociety.org  
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